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EVEN THOUGE there is plenty of work on aar Aataretie Station
tuere is ulio ample spare time,partly due %o 122 vore simolified way
of 1life we lead, Many of the wer use this gpars uime tc sarry out
all kinds of private projects anc thers ara alss neny other forms
of entaraiiment; ¢ome of which ere described b,

MOVIES were one of the wmest regular lorrs of amusemant and
ware screcnid three times a weel, Dob Rofl was Sonior Projectionist
and; early in the year; made it hi: project tH mite our humble
rec¢. rocn look as much as nossible like She Roges: Theatre, He
installel dimming coloured lishts, haclkground music, hot and cold
runniny chosolate boys == the workz, and a% !"liwister he was
awardei an 'Oscar® carved by Tony Flundell, Asesi:tant projectionists
at. varioas Limes of the y-ar were Col, Huddy, Joha Klliott and Joek
Taylor, Po-ularity of the pictures confinuzd to the end of the year
eren thaoish some of our 93 movias were scresmad 4 or 5 times,
fovie nal7ats were a chance for sveryone to let off stean by hurling
avuse it ths projectionist; actors, producsrs and peonle who came
in late aad st ab the front, so movie nishts wers always pretty
misy. (n2 petron, tiring of the noise, sreatsd a subtle; flashing
$1himinated sign saying "QUILY GUHILENEN" or seweihing like that,)

One night was noisier than usual when Kev, bhite wuud his Cosrey coterie
coneoctol sonme invisible explosive pouder whlish they sprinklecd recund
the res, roam floor, Another night®s pr-osmmu w35 Benestarily
interrantzd vhen a 92 knet wind gwst coat the hdm radio 20ris)

cerashing thraush the roof st abera Steve's 2e2d,

Oas narticularly successful aven! was the DOG RACE organised
ty Tony Bluadall im I'ay, The starling: 1428 nssy Lhe dos-1iass
was decorztad with flags and colourad, saz-filled 2alloons, while
the sevea emtestants were suitablyr dresszd, Ure L2am had red spotted
shorts over long white underpznts, and asther h:d long, red wind-rroof

pants and waite fooblball juernseys, Hans Briokies sheliered from
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%as flerse lidwinter suu under 2 lavpe bluck umbrella., fihe Leams
lined up, with five dors and two or three men on each sled, then
they all raced off ahout a minute before the starter's mun wont
off, One team knockei over Tony Llundell, the official starter,
Leigh's lei took off without him while he tock whotos, iteve

foll off his ch.rist, and toner Peterson and Uick lionks 11so pot
left behind, © two slcda went careerin: off in the wronp direection
with no riders. feam hile John Reck, back at the sturting line,
wis yelling his head off in his best racetrack announcer®s voice
with 4 tare recordsi teseription of the rage, most of which he made
p because he coulin't see the tenms - they scon disappsared
behind the hills. Roffy took un the somaont . ry further on. Col
and John 1liott's team was the only on» to ant away without ¢
ineident, % they le.d all the way round the mile circuit and
returned susy winners, fhe other twn teans breasted the rise
almost tosether and riced for second Place. One team had a

short lead, but their two lead does went one each side of the
winnine post ani in the resultine confusion, the other

team passed them. Ted Slkington stagrered in some time later,
having walked the full course

Our comprelitnodve LISRARY overing clawet 200 square Lewd
of the reo, roon vall was under the sare o€ librarian
Sparks, and the huge range of subjects catered for the many
voracious readers in the camp,

During the winter a coursme in GERI%\N was conducted by
Herr, Hans Brinkies, who knows a vit about the subjeet, Although
his lessons were extremely well presented, nobedy actually became
fluent in the language, but the classes were alvays plenty of fun
and the 7 or 8 students turned up regularly twice a week for about
five months and learnt » amongst other things, several German
drinking songs, and the right and wrong things to say to a pretty
Fraulein on Platform 25,



With the decreasing daylight hours of winter, recreational
activities moved indoors, Jos Bray and Dsnnis Willmett demonstrated
coursss in weirhtlifting and exercises, wnich resulted in a few arunts
and groans in the rec, room lats at night, Jock Taylor, Kiwi, Roffy
and Rodser '.11lians arranged tournaments for dilliards, snocker, darts
and table temmis, which created o lot of emthusiasm, resulting in a
rush for the tables aftor dimmer, Demnis won the darts and Jock was
the billiards chamnion, tut the other tournaments wers not finalised
bafore the Snring Flcld Trip left and the summer days turned our
attention outdoors azain,

MINWINTER DAY 4s the most important festive day in intaretiea
and as such is uniwe to that continent and to those who have wintered
there, This 13 usually the only holiday when the full camm 13 nresent
and of ocourss, from them on, the days start to get longer and At is
usually res:rded as roughly the halfway mark of the year, About 30
cables from all over the world vwere pimmed on the notice~board, For
the week before June 21st, there was a pgood deal of quiet, murreptitious
activity going on round the camp with most blokes arranging different
thinvs for the day, The main dinner was at 2 pm. and Steve, helped
by Ted Giddines and Becky, turned on a lar;e meal of rravn ococktails,
roast duck, hombs alaska and Steve also made a hu-e cake showins all
the buildings of the station, even ineluding a tiny hydrogen filled
balloon floating over the met, building. Rodger Williams and Jock
Taylor, the official camn photorraphers, provided 2 beautifully
done souvenir memu for each man, Drinks contimued for most of the
afternoon, then after 2 buffet dinner the 'ding' started in earnest
and the remainder of the 24 dozen cans were consumed betweon sets
arranged by Dick and compered by Tony blundell, UlNoel, Roger Peterson
and Hans did an adaptation of Romeo and "Yooliet," Ted Uiddings and
Joe sang some Cockney songs, then Joe jeined Alan Blyth for some
army ditties, There was a beauty contest Letween "the Heavies " -~
John Beck, Steve, Bruce Neilson and Jack Silliek, 211 dressed
in home-mada fur bikinis and rone hair. '"Gangles'" veilson who
has always been known as Miss, Wilkes (because you ctouldn’t imagine
anythine less like Miss, Wilkes) won the coveted sash for "Miss,
Antaretica” and threatened to kiss the judzes, Steve and Doe, had
a erazy wrestling match, and Alan lumphreys, Tony “room and Dick
sans some folk songs 2ccompanyfng themselves on guitars with Alan
_ doing some fine virtuoso work oa a tambourine, John Elliott did
a short edifyine mime and Col. gave us a rousing rendition of
"Han From Ironbsrk." The last act had more people in it than
watching - the Wilkes Bund which had practised only onece, and
included drums, suitars, piano, tea-chest base, comb and paper,
bongoes and several unidentified instruments, Uoc of course,
featured on the plano accordian, He has a little trouble with
timing -~ stamps his foot out of time with everyone slse, and plays
out of time with his foot.

A 'ding' night was held for cach man's birthday and Steve's



birthday spreads were always a popular feature. Jome of the 9
most remecmhered.parties were the spontaneous ones and we were R
nevor short of excuses -- )irs, Elkington had a son, Oon Styles

was avarded an ' B.E., July 4th., Indenendence Day in Lower

Jlobovia, eto, Mme of the bigreit nights was lindrer .41liam's

ani John Heck's "Discothe :ue" in Ootober. This came about mainly
because Boeky came across some extra supplizs of malt. This was

such an imnmortant occasion that it was thoupht a - special brew

bs made and a snecial night ar-anzed to drink it. John 'Disso’

Beck arransed the newly pvainted reec., room with small tables,

eorwlete with candles, white table~clotiis and menus and, being

a 'nie and pasty man from way back' he turned on &n excellent

suoper. Lveryone was dressed in ties, AN:RY jackets ete, and

Tony Blundell made a vary orofessional waitor, (he sven collected
6/11 in tips,) fodzer William's stereo outfit beefed out the loud
rusic and it was a pleasant change to sit at tables and be waited .
upon like civilised people, HNaturally these things always accentuate
the absenc~ of women, but after the pgrog has been flowing for a
couple of hours, it's nrobably a cood thing there are no women

there, iAnyhow, we had Jack 5illick who came rraneins in dressed

in sarong and a bra around his belly, with long blonde hair

framing a 1ife.like female mask, He made a very shapely cigarette
74rl == shapely is the richt word, Hoffy felt moved to making a speech .
because this was also a kind of farevell to the Sprins Fleld Triopers.

Tha follewing day was to have been the Great Rice to Repstat
and back.. We had Humph's motor bike, Jack Sillick on the iSA, Joals
13 don team, a weird lookinz contraption called a Pet’ibone forklift,
with Andrew at the controls, llans on a pair of langlauf skis, :
Roger Peterson on a two-dos powsred toborzan, leish on skis rulled
by dogs, Noel Barrett who threatened to float acrvss the bay on
hydrozen filled balloons and four bods who were going to run. But
at the last minute it be7van to snow, ther 2 blizzard set in so
the race had to he abandonei,

- RADIO KOLD played an important part in the year's entertainment,
Early in the year Hans moved it from its somewhat sacrilegeous
position in the Chapul 2§ set up a new ‘studio' in the let, Section

where it was more accessible for Mek, and Radio men te run it.
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Hangsand Tony Blundell then arranged a nightly NEWS service, mainly. -
for the benefit of Repstat workers, Tony's vitty comments. on the
dzy's doings and undoings were very entertaining., Noel Barrett
Spent many hours rebuilding the tranmmitter until KOLD could =

 be heard by the field party at the furthest point of the Triangle,
Thig resulted in a series of DJ programmes, with Becky, Kiwi,
Noel and Groom, the miin announcers. anythinz was 1likely to
be broddeast, especially on Becky's programmes. Features for
the Spring Field Party intluded news, local weather information,
ship's nositions, advertisements sellinz local nroducts, and

' Jazs and claseical music prozrarmes, ;

: :KLMt-amraportatuuku-inuim'.utthm'

age Yoo short, the weather is a bit cold and the snow surface is

ugually too rough. During the suaver months, often after dinner -

at night, srouvs would ski on a short slone rirht beside the camn, :

or take a vchicle to the 'Tit' slope or other suitable ski-inz : 4
slopes in the area, .lany tried ski-ins for the first ti-e,

'ﬂlmmwotlmf:lntmatswhidahe_lpodtounm
. leisure hours, Football and voll had short seasons, irloo
- building was tried (succes:fully) and many of the party spent
the time wandering around the bays and headlands near the camp,
visiting the difrerent rookeries from October on, and watching and .
wm the other wild life, Dann:la,-“ Allen Sowert& Steve were amongst.
the keenest walkers and would often return with nows of the latest
, astivity in the venruin roskeries, . .lmost everyone had a camera of
| some sort and thousands of exposures must have been made during the
!year = colour, black and white and movie. The two photogranhie R
' darkercoms were always in use, Several men showed their colleetions
of colour slides at nisht, and some took up vood-carving, painting,
or tausht thenselves to play a musical instrument, Alan Humphrey's
motor bike earsied him to various rlaces across the sea ice and ¥
over the snow, until it blew up on the Lepstat road with Steve op
. the pillions Owr own pregramme of "Calling Antarctica" on Radio .
- Australia always attracted a group of men to the radio Troom on
Friday nichts. The voice of Norma Ferris was one ©f the few female
" voices ve haard all year. IS i e : PG
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The dying pastimes of discussion and conversation are
revived on Antarctic Stations, It seems that almost every subject
is coverei at some tire or another, Usually total agreement is
not reached, but the different points of view give plenty of food
for thought, Being cut off from our former way of life for a year
is a unicue experience and provides -fresh angles on our original
ideas, values and beliefs, For this reason few people could e
return from their year in Antarctiea completely unchansed,

mcmbw._




